
Local Review Body – Slater’s Yard off Charlesfield Road, St Boswells 
 

 
Hearing Statement on behalf of Economic Development and Development 

Management, Scottish Borders Council 
 
 
Planning Application No:  21/00244/FUL  
Local Review Body No:   21/00016/RREF  
Applicant:    AB Wright Engineering Ltd  
Agent:    Murray Land & Buildings  
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural machinery dealership premises 

incorporating workshop, show space, office and associated 
works 

Location:    Slater’s Yard, off Charlesfield Road, St Boswells 
 
 
1. Purpose of Hearing Statement 
 
The Local Review Body, at their meeting on 15th November 2021, decided to defer the 
decision on this review until their meeting in January 2022, and determined that further 
written information on the industrial land available within Charlesfield Industrial Estate was 
required.   It was determined that the Appointed Officer facilitate a meeting with a view to the 
submission of a position statement.  The meeting to include the appellants, the appellants’ 
agent, a representative from the Council’s Economic Development Section and the 
Appointed Officer.  
 
2. The Meeting 
 
Date: 7th December 2021 at 11am 
 
Attendees:  
 
Appellants: Andrew and Garry Wright - AB Wight Engineering Ltd 
 
Appellants’ Agent:  Jamie Murray - Murray Land & Buildings 
 
Economic Development/Estates: Katie Greenwood - Business Development Officer 
 
Appointed Officer: Julie Hayward – Team Leader Development Management 
 
3. Allocated Sites Discussed  



 
Site CF002 in the Employment Land Audit (ELA)  
 

 

 

 
Appointed Officer: This site is part of the Charlesfield Extension and is 9.5 hectares in 
area. This land is categorised as immediately available and partially serviced in the 
Employment Land Audit.  The larger, eastern half of site (site C in the appellant’s appeal 
statement) is owned by Mr McCorquodale and is currently in agricultural use.  Vehicular 
access and a route for services are available through the adjoining land occupied by the 
biogas plant.   

 
The appellants/agent: The land owner is not minded to sell this land and so it is not 
available; they have a letter from the landowner to confirm this. 
 
Appointed Officer: The strip of land adjacent to the Charlesfield road (appellant’s site B) 
would be accessible from the Charlesfield road and services could be taken from the 
public road, as with the application site. 

 
The appellants/agent: This land has 2 owners, one of which is the company that operates 
the biogas plant, the other is Alexander Inglis.  The land is not for sale and other 
constraints are asbestos contamination and the size of the site, which is not large enough 
for the appellants’ business.   

 
Site CF009/ Appellant’s Site A 
 



 
 
Appointed Officer: This site is within the main Charlesfield Industrial Estate and is 0.8 
hectares in area.  It is classed as available within 1 to 5 years in the ELA and is partially 
serviced.  This site is adjacent to the grain silos and it is understood this land has recently 
been purchased following the grain silo operators, Alexander Inglis and Son, having gone 
into administration. 
 
The appellants/agent: The drainage from the adjacent grain silos runs through this area of 
land.  It is also understood that the site may be contaminated with asbestos.  There is also 
soil and spoil from when the buildings were erected and this will cost up to £100,000 to 
remove and level the site.  Legal issues prevent the sale of the site.  In addition, the site is 
not wide enough to accommodate a large building and so operationally, the site would not 
work. 
 
Site CF012 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Appointed Officer: This site is within the main Charlesfield Industrial Estate and in 0.7 
hectares in area.  It is classed as available within 1 to 5 years in the ELA and is partially 
serviced.  This land is currently in agricultural use but cannot be developed until CF013, to 
the north east, has been developed, which would allow access/servicing into this site. 



 
The appellants/agent: They had contacted the landowner and this land is not for sale.  
 
Site CF013 
 

 

 

Appointed Officer: This site is within the main Charlesfield Industrial Estate and in 0.5 
hectares in area.  It is classed as available within 1 to 5 years in the ELA and is partially 
serviced.  The land is currently in agricultural use and access is available from the road to 
Charlesfield Farm.   
 
The appellants/agent:  They had contacted the landowner and this land is not for sale.  
Servicing the site may be a problem and the site may not be large enough. 
 
CF014 
 

 

 
 

Appointed Officer: This site is within the main Charlesfield Industrial Estate and is 1 
hectare in area.  It is classed as available within 1 to 5 years in the ELA and is partially 
serviced.  The land appears to have been planted recently to form a vinery. 



 
The appellants/agent: The vinery was planted two years ago and is now well established 
and so the site is no longer available. 
 
5. Other Sites 
 
In addition to these sites identified in the ELA, the Business Development Officer raised the 
following sites: 
 
Bus depot  
 
Business Development Officer: This has become available within Charlesfield and the 
selling agents are Edwin Thompson. 
 
The appellants/agent: This site came on the market after they were already committed to 
the appeal site and part of the site is available only on a 5 year lease to the bus company. 
 
Vehicle Testing Station 
 
Business Development Officer: This has been on the market for a long time. 
 
The appellants/agent: The site is not large enough and the buildings are not suitable for 
their requirements.  There are also legal issues that constrain the site.  
 
Business Development Officer: The Council has invested in infrastructure to support the 
development of industrial estates and this includes Charlesfield Industrial Estate and the 
issue of the cost of installing services at the appeal site, which is not part of an industrial 
estate, was raised. 
 
The appellants/agent: They considered the installation of services as part of their costings 
for the appeal site in terms of electricity, gas, drainage and water supply. 
 
Business Development Officer: Recommends that the appellants contact South of 
Scotland Enterprise (SoSE) for support going forward. 
 
6. Conclusion 
 
It is considered that there are a number of allocated industrial sites available at Charlesfield 
Industrial Estate, immediately and in the longer term.  It is, however, acknowledged as a 
result of this meeting, that there are challenges in some cases, including landownership.  
Evidence is still required that the appellants contacted the relevant landowners to discuss 
whether the allocated sites were available before purchasing the appeal site, to demonstrate 
that all other options were fully considered and exhausted before considering non-allocated 
land; this evidence has not been provided to date.  The requirement to direct all business 
and industrial development to allocated sites remains a fundamental policy requirement in 
the Local Development Plan 2016. 
 
 
 
 


